
 
Product Change Notification 06988 

Rev - (10/2023) 

LON-based LinkNet™ Modules Final Production Stop Notification 

Product Change 

Subsequent to the notifications “LinkNet Support Statement” dated December 2012 and “LINKnet™ 
Nodes & I/O Controller Module Obsolescence” dated October 2016, Woodward announces final 
production stop to the first-generation LON-based LinkNet product line. The part numbers listed as 
“Obsolete Modules” in the table below will be marked inactive in Woodward’s ERP system in January 
2024. Both notifications are embedded below for information continuity.   

Obsolete Modules and Remaining Inventory 

The LON LinkNet nodes have been replaced by CANopen-based LINKnet HT nodes. Some 
inventories of the LON LinkNet obsolete modules are held at Woodward facilities globally. Woodward 
is offering a final Last Time Buy opportunity for this inventory on as-is and first come first served 
basis until the inventory is depleted. 

Obsolete LON LinkNet Modules 

Product Upper Level Description Quantity on 
Hand 

LinkNet 9905-678 6-Ch Analog Input 200 Ohm RTD 5 

LinkNet 9905-970 6-Ch Analog Input 100 Ohm RTD 1 

LinkNet 9905-966 6-Ch Analog Input T/C Fail-high 24 

LinkNet 9905-967 6-Ch Analog Input T/C Fail-low 2 

LinkNet 9905-968 6-Ch Analog Input 4–20 mA w/o 24 V Loop Power 21 

LinkNet 9905-969 6-Ch Analog Input 4–20 mA w/ 24 V Loop Power 0 

LinkNet 9905-971 16-Ch Discrete Input 24 Vdc 0 

LinkNet 9905-972 6-Ch Analog Output 4–20 mA 1 

LinkNet 9905-973 8-Ch Discrete Output 5 A 1 

LinkNet 9905-760 Link Termination Resistor 2 

MicroNet 5466-031 NETCON I/O CONTROLLER 19 

 

Customer Action 

Prior to December 2023, contact your local Woodward representative for a final Last Time Buy 
opportunity and/or to discuss available replacement/upgrade products. Beginning January 2024, 
Woodward will finally and permanently stop production and clear inventories of above-mentioned 
upper levels.  
 

  

Released







 


Product Change Notification 06923 
(Revision A, 10/2016) 


LINKnet™ Nodes & I/O Controller Module Obsolescence 


Product Change / Improvement 


As previously announced, regular production on the LON-based LinkNet™ distributed I/O nodes and the 
related I/O controller module 5466-031 ended in April 2015. Updated modules have replaced the LON-
based LinkNet nodes with improved capability. The new system is based on a different network 
architecture, requiring hardware, and software changes. The existing LON-based I/O Controller module 
and LinkNet nodes remain available for use as spare parts on existing systems. 


Obsolete Modules 


Obsolete LON LINKnet Modules 


Product Upper Level Description 


LinkNet 9905-678 6-Ch Analog Input 200 Ohm RTD 


LinkNet 9905-970 6-Ch Analog Input 100 Ohm RTD 


LinkNet 9905-966 6-Ch Analog Input T/C Fail-high 


LinkNet 9905-967 6-Ch Analog Input T/C Fail-low 


LinkNet 9905-968 6-Ch Analog Input 4–20 mA w/o 24 V Loop Power 


LinkNet 9905-969 6-Ch Analog Input 4–20 mA w/ 24 V Loop Power 


LinkNet 9905-971 16-Ch Discrete Input 24 Vdc 


LinkNet 9905-972 6-Ch Analog Output 4–20 mA 


LinkNet 9905-973 8-Ch Discrete Output 5 A 


LinkNet 9905-760 Link Termination Resistor 


The above modules are non-preferred and recommend not be using them on new systems. The LON 
LinkNet nodes have been replaced by CANopen-based LINKnet HT™ nodes. Please see the new part 
numbers below. Changes will need to be made to the software to replace the nodes in existing 5200 CPU 
systems. MicroNet™ systems using the CPU040, CPU060, or NT CPU can continue utilizing the existing 
LON LinkNet nodes or can upgrade to a 5200 CPU in order to utilize the new system. 


Updated Products 


LINKnet HT Modules 


Product Upper Level Description 


LINKnet HT 8200-1200 RTD Input Module (8 in) 


LINKnet HT 8200-1201 TC Input Fail High Module (8 in) 


LINKnet HT 8200-1202 4–20 mA Module (8 in / 2 out) 


LINKnet HT 8200-1203 4–20 mA Loop Power Module (8 in / 2 out) 


LINKnet HT 8200-1204 Discrete Input Module (16 in) 


LINKnet HT 8200-1205 Discrete Output Module (16 out) 


For installation and usage information, please see Woodward manual 26640. 
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Customer Action 


Utilize the LINKnet HT system for all new MicroNet Plus systems. Refer to manual 26640 or contact 
Woodward as indicated below.  LON LinkNet modules remain available for spare parts or expansions on 
existing applications. 


For additional information and support: 
1. Contact your local Woodward representative and/or turbine OEM. 
2. Woodward contact and business partner information can be obtained at www.woodward.com. 
3. Technical assistance can be obtained by: 
 a. Searching for a local contact at www.woodward.com/directory 
 b. Call or email the Woodward Turbine Help Desk: 
  1-970-498-3095 
  TurbineHelpDesk@woodward.com 


 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 


 
 


PO Box 1519, Fort Collins CO 80522-1519, USA 
1041 Woodward Wat, Fort Collins CO 80524, USA 


Phone +1 (970) 482-5811 
 


Email and Website—www.woodward.com 


Woodward has company-owned plants, subsidiaries, and branches, as well as authorized distributors and 
other authorized service and sales facilities throughout the world. 


Complete address / phone / fax / email information for all locations is available on our website. 


 








 


Woodward, Inc. 
1000 East Drake Road  
P.O. Box 1519 Fort Collins. CO 
80522-1519 USA  
Tel: 970-482·5811 Fax: 970-498-3058  


December 12, 2012 


 
SUBJECT: Product Support for LON-based LinkNet Distributed I/O Product Line  


 
Woodward introduced its LinkNet Distributed I/O product line in 1993. Since that time, the 
product has enjoyed tremendous success in the gas and diesel engine, and steam and 
gas turbine markets. Woodward’s distributed I/O product line continues to be an important part of 
our control offering and enjoys a very strong market demand. 
 
The purpose of this letter is to notify customers that LON-based LinkNet products have reached 
end-of-life.  We will provide our standard spare and repair support plan to fully support our 
customers. This announcement provides Woodward’s traditional one year notice of rationalization 
for electronic control products. 
 
The support plan timeline is as be as follows: 
Years 0-5 = Availability of Spares and Repairs for years 2012-2017 
Years 6-10 = Repairs (based on available parts) for years 2017-2021 
Years 11-20 = Replacement/Exchange with available Service Stock (no repairs) through 2031 
 
In 2012, Woodward released new Distributed I/O products for all Woodward energy customers (gas 
turbine, steam turbine, gas engine, and diesel engine).  LINKnet HT has all the I/O capability of 
legacy LON-based LinkNet nodes, but with smaller footprint and more rugged packaging than LON 
LinkNet nodes.  The new LINKnet HT I/O nodes feature -40° to +100° C temperature range that 
makes it the only distributed I/O that can be integrated with Woodward’s on-engine control products 
in the same temperature and vibration environment.  LINKnet HT features CANopen 
communications for broader connectivity to Woodward’s turbine and engine control products. 
 
In conjunction with the new LINKnet HT product line, Woodward also released RTCnet, a 
distributed I/O product for turbomachinery control applications.  While LinkNet has served our 
customers for distributed I/O on monitoring and non-critical signals, RTCnet was created for control 
loop signals requiring real-time sampling.  The RTCnet I/O nodes can be used for Real Time 
Control applications that traditionally have been wired to a centralized control system (NetCon, 
MicroNet).  RTCnet is a product that meets the deterministic performance of a centralized control, 
but can be applied in a distributed configuration reducing I/O wiring to the equipment, as well as 
other benefits.  Please refer to product manual 26640 for more information about LINKnet HT and 
RTCnet. 
 
LON-based (legacy) LinkNet had been a mature product for many years.  Woodward created the 
new CAN communication LINKnet HT and RTCnet products to replace LinkNet, and had planned 
for a smooth transition for our customers to the new products.  Unfortunately, the Japanese 2011 
Tōhoku earthquake and tsunami resulted in a chip-fabrication shutdown that stopped production of 
critical single-sourced LinkNet components. This resulted in an unexpected component shortage 
that impacts the availability of legacy LON-based LinkNet.  Woodward still intends to honor our 
end-of-life obligations for LON-based LinkNet, but is urging all customers to migrate to new LINKnet 
HT and RTCnet products wherever possible, conserving our last time buy of components for spares 
and repairs. 


 
OEM Customers are advised to use the new LINKnet HT and RTCnet products for new control 
installations and projects.  Availability of LON-based LinkNet modules is limited to component 
stock in Woodward’s inventory. 


 







 


 
 
Electronic component obsolescence from electronic manufacturers can present a challenge to 
post-life support plans, as new notifications for various parts are constantly released by the 
electronic component industry. Woodward strives to hold inventory or look for alternative parts 
when the components we use are no longer available. However, there are times when components 
simply cannot be obtained and where sufficient last-time buys cannot be made. In these cases, 
Woodward cannot guarantee the rationalization support plan.  
 
Best Regards,  


 
Electronic Controls Product Line Management 
(TurbineHelpDesk@woodward.com) 
+1 (970) 482-5811 


 
Woodward, Inc. 
Industrial Turbomachinery Systems 
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